
Symposium Introduction 
 

Fifty years ago, the Supreme Court of the United States cemented a new 
Constitutional right: the right to privacy in Griswold v. Connecticut.  What 
began as a “penumbral” right has, in the decades since the decision, 
developed into one of the quintessential protections afforded to citizens of 
the United States. 
 

On November 14, 2014, leading scholars in the field of reproductive 
rights, same sex marriage, and the constitutional right to privacy as 
articulated in Griswold served as panelists at the Connecticut Law Review’s 
Fall Symposium: 50th Anniversary of Griswold v. Connecticut: Privacy 
Laws Today. 
 

In addition to celebrating the history of the case and its continued 
importance in today’s society, panelists spoke about the circumstances of 
poverty and inequality among women that lead to Griswold. They also spoke 
about the impact the case had on hot-button social and legal issues facing 
modern society, such as the Government’s compelling interests in ensuring 
women affordable access to contraception, assisted reproductive 
technology, the stigma of pregnancy in different social class, regulating 
private acts in public places, and social science critiques of the claim that 
access to contraceptives harms women. We thank all of our panelists for 
their contributions to a fantastic event that engaged the legal community in 
a meaningful discussion of privacy laws today. 
 

This Issue includes scholarship from panelists Neil Siegel, Melissa 
Murray, and Priscilla Smith, as well as from the Keynote Speaker, Reva 
Siegel. These articles further the discussion on issues raised in the Fall 2014 
Symposium, and it is our hope that they will continue to expand on our 
understanding of Griswold’s legacy.   
 

We are truly grateful to the esteemed scholars that participated in the 
Connecticut Law Review’s Symposium, and to the Connecticut Law Review 
for supporting this high quality event.  
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